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Chinese oracle bones 
0G 


cx 3250 yrs before present 

ce divination records of 
Shang dynasty kings 

ce cattle scapulae and 
turtle plastrons 

cx partially deciphered 

ce one of four ex nihilo 
inventions of writing by 
our species; the only 
one still in use 
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The Korean Alphabet 
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Alveolar Sounds 


n, d, t, l 
same place of 
articulation 


— FT OL D 


UuUmaA fF 


Letter Shape Principles 
———_____________( 9q@—__________—_. 


letter shapes 
derived from 
single base form 


Uther 
aa 


Letter Shape Principles 


____(g 
Sound Sound 
g k 
Letter Letter 
| = 


>ynawle Bloc’ Block siciaoaieae to 


oOo T A : 


Two Syllables 


rs ©.) 
BUS AN 
eT A fk 


Syllable Block Principles 


Busan: “Cauldron Hill” 
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Use of Hangul 
—_______O% 


cg Following its invention, Hangul was not widely used 
until the early 20" century 


ce Classical Chinese, written in Chinese characters, 
remained the standard written language from the 
15 through 19" centuries 

ce Written Korean supplanted Classical Chinese only in 
the 20" century 


ce Written Korean used a mixed-script system of 
Chinese characters and Hangul until quite recently 
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April 11, 1984 


Chinese characters 
and 
Hangul syllable blocks 


combine to write Korean 
words 
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Initial Medial Final 
Consonant Vowel Consonant 
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Korean written syllables 
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A written syllable 
block is structured this 
way: 
©% Initial at the top or 
top left: s 


© Vowel below or 
right of initial: a 
¢% Final at bottom: n 


Korean written syllables 
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A written syllable 
block is structured this 
way: 
(4 Initial at the top or 
top left 


© Vowel below or 
right of initial 
¢% Final at bottom 


Vertical Vowel 
—___________(% 


To read a written 
syllable block, use the 
handout to find 
© Initial in Table 2a 
©3 Vowel in Table 2b 
©% Final in Table 2c 


Then combine the 
results: san 


Horizontal Vowel 


To read a written 
syllable block, use the 
handout to find 
© Initial in Table 2a 
©3 Vowel in Table 2b 
©% Final in Table 2c 


Then combine the 
results: son 


Practice: Identify word 


Practice: Identify word 
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Practice: Identify word 


beul lu chip 


What does it mean? 


’Blue-chip (stock)’ 


Initials vs. Finals 
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cxPractice transcribing and identifying Korean 
words (names or English borrowings) 
caRemember! 


© When © appears in initial position, it represents 
no sound and is not transcribed, e.g. 2! in. 


<4 eo is like English hum, bud 
(4 ae is like English head, bell 
© eu is like English good, put 


Consonants 


Thank You! 
Hangul 


[ha:n.gul] 


‘as “The Initial”. 


Horizontal shaped vowels 
(4, 11, 7» mm —) are placed 
under “The Initial” and before 


C1, C2 denote consonants, and V denotes a vowel. There are four methods of stacking consonants and vowels 
‘The constant that comes first (C1) is called as “The initial", in Hangul. 

the vowel (V) Is “The Medial", and the last consonant (C2) “The Initio!” in a Hangul syllable must be a consonant | 
is “The Final”, ‘oF a consonant cluster followed by a vowel. 


“The Medial” in a Hangul syllable is always a vowel, There are no exceptions. 


Consonant clusters in Hangul are treated as one Jamo. In x Diphthongs are combined vowels, but 
, are treated as @ single vowel in Hangul. 
This group of diphthongs (#15 ~ #21) 


‘pronunciation of the intial in the following syliable, 
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In addition to the basic consonants, Sere 
the modem Hangul system allows 2 

the five twin consonant clusters ‘of 1 
(7, a4, 3), to be used 


Vowels 
T +Aetemetam |( ptl(? p 2] 
B+—+e2+]|+ 02 FY 
Even though there is one vowel in the word 
ya 
aw wer, 
ry 6 


| A as nyu Sanne 
( (aay 


‘IPA: The international Phonetic Alphabet 
2 The terms “The initial”, “The Medial”, and “The Final” are excerpted 
from Wikipedia.com., 
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cxPractice transcribing and identifying Korean 
words (names or English borrowings) 
caRemember! 


© When © appears in initial position, it represents 
no sound and is not transcribed, e.g. 2! in. 


<4 eo is like English hum, bud 
(4 ae is like English head, bell 
© eu is like English good, put 


End 
—_________(% 


cx Supplementary material follows 
cx This slide intentionally left blank 


Tense consonants and 


double letters 


= bul ‘fire’ = ppul ‘horn’ = pul ‘grass’ 
=F dal ‘moon’ { ttal ‘daughter’ © tal ‘mask’ 


4! jim ‘luggage’ #4 jjim ‘steamed’ 4! chim ‘saliva’ 


At sal ‘flesh’ AF ssal ‘rice’ 


Same letter, different 


sounds 


ca Why does & write D at the beginning of a word and p 
at the end? 


ca Why does 1 write g at the beginning of a word and k 
at the end? 

cx This kind of systematic variation in pronunciation of 
sounds depending on word position is common in 
languages 

ce Consider Standard German guten tag ‘good day’. The 
first <g> writes a g sound, the second a k sound. 


Cosmological influences 
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ce The shapes of the three core vowels are based on 
Chinese cosmology: 


© + round Heaven 
© — flat Earth 
o | upright Man 
ce These three shapes combine to form basic vowel 
letters like + 0 and Tt u. (See statue of Sejong) 


ce An added stroke represents a diphthong beginning 
with y like 11 yo and tr yu. 


(now obsolete) 


THE LETTERFORMS OF HAN’GUL CONSONANTS 
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Labial Lingual Glottal 


Labial (Bilabial) 
Lingual (Apical) 
Dental (Sibilant) 
Molar (Dorsal/Velar) 


Glottal (Laryngeal) 
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Exercise 1 


Exercise 1: Answers 


© 
a. Ar Busan 
b. 4S Seoul 
c. Cal Incheon 
d. ef Pohang 
e. AS Sejong 
f, BO Pyeongyang 
ge. OAC Hyeondae 
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wombhol (1) 
genom (7) 
inteonet (3) 
beullaekhol (2) 
keompyuteo (4) 
chip (9) 

eneoji (8) 
bimlain (6) 
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